Weed Warrior

What do you do
when you see a
plant that you think
is a weed spreading
into natural areas?

If you are a Weed Warrior
you start making phone
calls. We created this
award to recognize the efforts of individuals who
dedicate themselves to
the cause of destroying
invasive weeds. In this
case, the weed is garlic
mustard and the Weed
Warrior is Lynn Gibbons.

Invasive weeds are one of the greatest threats to natural areas. They out-compete native vegetation causing a ripple effect
through the ecosystem. As the native plants decrease, so do the
insects and animals that rely on them for food.
Garlic mustard can out compete many of our native wildflowers. Native wildflowers are an important part of the ecosystem,
not to mention a tourist attraction in the Gorge. An article in
the American Journal of Botany (2004;91:285-288) indicates
that the roots of garlic mustard exude a chemical that is toxic to
other plants. Imagine your favorite wildflower hike poisoned by
this plant and you can understand the urgent need for control.
Garlic mustard is spread by hikers, dogs, bicycles, wildlife, and
equipment like mowers.
Lynn Gibbons first contacted our office in April of 2005. He noticed garlic mustard spreading in the Corbett area, and he took
the time to identify and research the plant. It turned out that
garlic mustard was already a huge problem on the East Coast
and in the Midwest. Lynn saw the threat that garlic mustard
poses to our native wildflowers in the Columbia River Gorge
Scenic Area and Mt. Hood National Forest. He got on the
phone and called EMSWCD and the Oregon Department of
Agriculture. His actions led others to take action. The information he provided on the spread of garlic mustard over the past
five years played an important part in the official listing of garlic
mustard as a noxious weed. This means it can no longer be sold
in Oregon. Thanks to him we are working with the Oregon
Department of Agriculture, Oregon State Parks, Multnomah
County, the Oregon Department of Transportation, the U.S.
Forest Service, and private landowners to find and control garlic
mustard. Lynn leads volunteer crews and has personally pulled
thousands of garlic mustard plants.
Although we still have a long way to go before garlic mustard is
no longer a threat, Lynn has taken the lead on making sure we
address it and address it now, before it is too late. Way to go
Weed Warrior! 5

When we first visited
Laurie
Blankenship’s
property, the mud
around the barn was
deep enough to suck
your boots off. Laurie
and her husband, Dick, were sick of dealing with the mud
and decided to give us a call. At first, Laurie was skeptical
about some of our suggestions. She found it hard to believe
that anything could eliminate her mud problem. We were
confident that few changes would result in much less mud,
and Laurie agreed to work with us to install some conservation practices on her property.

Got mud?

Our Cooperator of
the Year sure did.

Garlic mustard (Alliaria petiolata)
Garlic mustard can grow on most soil types, in full sun,
and in full shade. It is a biennial, meaning that it flowers
during the second year of growth. Seedlings emerge
in early March, forming a rosette of leaves the first year.
Leaves are alternate, triangular to heart shaped, have
scalloped edges, and give off an odor of garlic when
crushed. The odor can be used to distinguish garlic
mustard from native plants. In April of the second year,
plants will send up a two to three feet tall flower stalk.
White flowers with four petals occur in clusters at the
top of the plant. Each plant can produce hundreds
of seeds which may remain viable for five years. The
plant will die after producing seed and only the stem
with brown seedpods will remain.

The historic 1907 barn on the property is charming, but
there was an issue with the water coming off the enormous
roof. The Blankenships had tried to put a pipe in to collect
the roof water and carry it away from the barn, but it did not
appear to be working. The problem was that the gutters on
the barn were too small, and the drain pipe was not buried
deep enough and had been damaged. Once Dick followed
our suggestions, it worked like a charm. Less water around
the outside of the barn means less mud, and it also means
less chance of the nutrients and bacteria in the manure making their way off the property. Water draining off a property
like this one usually drains into a ditch that eventually makes
its way to a creek, stream, or river, where nutrients and bacteria from manure can pollute the water.

INTRODUCING NEW GRANTS AND COST-SHARE PROGRAMS
Beginning in fiscal year 2006-07, the District has set up four
new financial assistance programs. These programs advance
the mission of the District and help our money go farther by
providing funding to landowners and partner organizations
for the support of conservation projects and conservation
education. In order to be eligible for funding through any of
these programs, the project or event must fit one or more of
the following categories: soil erosion prevention/control, soil
quality, water quality, water conservation, watershed health.

Small Projects and Community Events Program (SPACE)

The SPACE program provides funding for projects, education,
and community events that promote natural resource conservation and take place in the District and/or directly benefit citizens of the District.
Eligible applicants include: nonprofit organizations, educational institutions, government agencies, Native American tribes.

Watershed Council Support Grants

The EMSWCD Watershed Council Support Grants program
supports the conservation work of watershed councils that
operate in the District.

Conservation Landowner Incentive Program (CLIP)

The CLIP program provides financial (cost-share) assistance
to private landowners and land managers in the District who
wish to do on-the-ground conservation work. The focus is on
people who need technical assistance to get the work done
and financial assistance to help cover project costs.
Eligible applicants include: small acreage, hobby farms, small
woodlot owners; commercial farms, nurseries; urban and rural residential homeowners; homeowner/neighborhood associations. Lessees, renters, and land managers may apply with
the landowner’s approval.

Partners in Conservation Program (PIC)

The PIC program provides funding for the support of conservation projects and conservation education within the District.
Eligible applicants include: nonprofit organizations, educational institutions, government agencies, Native American
tribes, business or commercial property owners.
For more information about any of these programs, please
check www.emswcd.org or call Eann Rains, Partner Assistance
and Contracts Coordinator at 503-222-7645 x104.

BEFORE: A muddy pit in front of the barn

AFTER: New electric fence keeps animals in sacrifice
area and protects new grass in forground.

Once you have a mixture of soil, bedding, and manure
that has been water logged nothing can be done to return
it to a well drained, solid footing except to remove it. The
Blankenships removed the deep mud and installed what we
call a heavy use area. Our experience on other horse farms
with similar soil types has led us to recommend the use of
geotextile cloth, topped with ¾ minus gravel, topped with
coarse sand. The geotextile cloth prevents the gravel from
working its way back into the soil. The initial expense is offset by the fact that, thanks to the geotextile cloth, you don’t
have to add sand and gravel every year. The devil is in the
details, so if you are interested in trying this type of system,
contact our office for assistance. The combination of draining
the roof water away from the barn and the installation of this
heavy use area has practically eliminated the mud around the
Blankenships’ barn.
Laurie has done such a fantastic job of making improvements,
and has been an excellent spokesperson to help spread the
word that conservation practices work. Last March, Laurie
hosted a tour of her property and we have already asked her
for a repeat performance in 2007. Her property was also featured in the Gresham Outlook. Because of all of her hard
work, her dedication to conservation, and her assistance with
spreading the word, Laurie Blankenship is our Cooperator
of the Year. Congratulations Laurie! 5

F E AT U R E D PRO G R A M :

Sustainable Urban
Landscapes

Working to create spaces with
nature’s template in mind
Through workshops, yard tours, and an annual native plant sale, this program offers urban and suburban residents a plethora
of information and resources aimed at helping you manage your land in a low-impact, deeply meaningful way. Our workshops
get you thinking why you landscape a certain way: What do you get out of it? What are the results of your actions on the ecosystem and watershed as a whole? What are some actions you can take right now to improve your landscape?
Naturescaping, has gone through a few changes over the years. Since our inception we have added workshops that take
you beyond the introductory Naturescaping concepts in our Basics workshop. We now guide you all the way through the
landscape design process with our Site Planning workshops. We have expanded our Native Plant sale, added more tours of
Naturescaped yards and now offer presentations on specialized topics, such as invasive weeds. Each participant of our Basic
Naturescaping workshop goes home with a resource notebook, a free native plant, and a wealth of knowledge about native
plants and sustainable landscaping techniques.
Last year’s results. In addition to workshops, the Naturescaping for Clean
Rivers program also gave presentations to a number of local groups, clubs, and
professional organizations last year. Our staff set-up displays at local information fairs and other events where we offered advice in the areas of landscaping,
gardening, invasive species management, conservation, and environmental protection. As a result of these efforts, NCR reached thousands of individuals last
year with the Naturescaping message.

In addition to providing wildlife with food and
shelter, this naturscaped front yard produces
delicious, home-grown strawberries!

E
V
E
N
T
S

BOARD MEETINGS

Our meetings are open
to the public and we encourage your attendance.
Our meetings are held at
Montgomery
Park 2701
NW Vaughn Street, Suite
443, Portland, Oregon.
February 5, 2007 6pm
March 5, 2007 6pm
April 2, 2007 6pm
May 7, 2007 6pm
Budget Committee Meetings
Call for locations and times.
Feb. 26, 2007
Mar. 19, 2007
Apr. 23, 2007
May 15, 2007

“I just wanted to thank you for the fantastic job you do in organizing and presenting these workshops. They are informative, interesting and exceedingly
helpful. The time flies by mainly because the material is presented in a usable
and applicable format. With each of the two workshops I have gone away
with a myriad of ideas and the tools to utilize this newfound information.”
								
– Carolyn

TEchnical WORKSHOPS
Please register online at
www.emswcd.org or leave
a message at 503-222-7645
extension 110. Workshops
are now held at Mt. Hood
Community College in the
Academic Center - Town &
Gown Room at 26000 SE
Stark Street in Gresham.
Septic Systems
Feb. 7
Equine Management
Mar. 13
Weeds
Apr. 11

SPECIAL EVENTS

2006 Annual Meeting
Jan. 18 6:30 pm
Mt. Hood Community
College
Academic Center
Town & Gown Room
26000 SE Stark Street
Gresham, OR
th

Join EMSWCD board, staff,
and friends for our annual
meeting. Have dinner on
us and learn about what
we did this year and our
plans for the next. Please
call us at ext. 100 to RSVP
by Friday, January 12 so
we’ll be sure to save you a
chair and some grub.
th

Native Plant Sale
It’s time again for our
Native Plant Sale! This year
we’ll be taking pre-orders
as usual, but we’ll be accepting those orders online. Our new site has photos, detailed descriptions,
and current inventory.
Order online at:
www.emswcd.org
Pre-order:
January 3 - February 9
rd

th

Pick-up and pay for your
plants:
Saturday, Feb. 17
10am-3pm
th
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YOUR BOARD:

ZONE 1: Vacant
ZONE 2: Laura Masterson
ZONE 3: Dianna Pope, Chair
AT-LARGE: Chris Runyard,
Secretary
AT-LARGE: Brent Davies,
Treasurer

About EMSWCD

We help people care for
their land. Established in
1950, East Multnomah Soil
and Water Conservation
District (EMSWCD) provides
education, technical, and
financial assistance for conservation to private landowners, government, and
non-profit organizations. All
of our programs use a cooperative,
non-regulatory
approach to voluntary natural resource conservation.
Visit us online at:

www.emswcd.org

We are now taking pre-orders for our 6th Annual
Native Plant Sale online. Over 40 species of native
trees, shrubs, and herbaceous plants are available.
Note From the District Manager:
Slow but steady wins the race, first things
first, look before you leap: mothers and
boards of directors really do know best.
When East Multnomah residents voted
for a tax base to support the District’s
work, our Board of Directors made an important decision; they were going to look
both ways, check the mirrors, and signal
before moving into traffic.
For nearly its entire history, the District
has relied on grants to fund conservation
projects, often without enough money to
hire full time staff. The Board wanted to
grow in a deliberate, planned way; making sure each addition was a smart choice.
The guiding principle: taxpayers’ money
is used efficiently to accomplish maximum conservation on the ground. This
has led the District to levy less than half
(41.3%) of the property tax approved by
the voters.
Rather than rush headlong into growth,
we have been able to hire excellent people,
revise policies and procedures to reflect
our new circumstances, craft new programs, and start to develop a long term
plan for the district. The result is a robust,
efficient, and effective agency responsive to
community needs and resource concerns.
–Jean Fike, District Manager

FISCAL YEAR 05-06
Activities Highlights
Includes grant funded work in neighboring districts.

• 27 Workshops and 630+ participants
• 254 Site visits
• 193 Technical assistance participants
• Led a regional garlic mustard mapping
and control effort
• Partnered with the Johnson Creek
Watershed Council on a knotweed control project

Financial Report (Unaudited figures)
INCOME
EMSWCD Property Tax 1,255,240
Contracts 101,384
Misc. Income
66,926
Total Income$1,423,550
EXPENSES
Capital Expenditures
3,840
Operating Expenses
93,446
Printing & Postage
17,312
Professional Services
46,057
Travel
13,326
Volunteers
1,897
Payroll 306,698
Total Expenses $482,576
SPECIAL FUNDS
Building Reserve Fund
50,000
Conservation Easements Fund 100,000
Conservation Projects 120,000
Total Special Funds $270,000
NET INCOME & SPECIAL FUNDS $940,976*
*These figures reflect the transition from grant to
tax based funding. The remaining funds (Net
Income less Total Special Funds) were carried
forward enabling us to reduce the amount of
tax levied in FY 06-07.

